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Chapter cedent, and any attempt to do so would have been
IL     strongly objected to by the majority of the Dominions,
including Canada, the Commonwealth, New Zealand,
and Newfoundland.
The only method, therefore, of dealing with the issue
was a constitutional convention, and this was expressed
both in the preamble to the Statute and as a clause
in the Statute itself. No doubt the clause may be
regarded as invalid, since it purports to hamper the
action of future Parliaments by providing that "No
Act of Parliament of the United Kingdom passed after
the commencement of this Act shall extend, or be
deemed to extend, to a Dominion as part of the law
of that Dominion, unless it is expressly declared in
that Act that that Dominion has requested, and con-
sented to, the enactment thereof". Unquestionably in
strict law, if a subsequent Act of Parliament applied
nomination to any Dominion, the omission of the
requisite statement of concurrence would be unavail-
ing to prevent it applying to the Dominion. But that
is irrelevant. Constitutional conventions are a vital
part of the constitutions of the United Kingdom and
the Dominions alike, and the possibility of violation
of the principle laid down may be regarded as negli-
gible. Moreover, the statutory enactment has a certain
limited value as a rule for the construction of statutes,
excluding efforts to show that statutes should be under-
stood to have application to the Dominions,
The power given to the Dominions in the section is
vaguely expressed, and very properly the Common-
wealth Government demanded that the power to be
given should be exercised not by the Government of
the Commonwealth alone, but by the Government and